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became more regular in its return, and more copious in its quantity.— Med. 
Chirurg. Rev. from Bull. Gen. de Therapmtique. 

22. Rheumatism cured by Vapour Bath of Camphor Fumes. —A labouring man, 
22 years of age, had long suffered from attacks of flying rheumatism; but, as the 
pains were not severe, he neglected to use any remedial means. 

Exposure to wet and cold brought on a smart attack of the disease in its acute 
form; and for this he had to undergo a vigorous antiphlogistic treatment by 
general and local bleedings, blistering, &e. The active symptoms were speedily 
subdued; but the patient continued to experience dull gnawing pains, increased 
by motion, sometimes in the loins, and at other times in the thighs and legs. 
Various means were used without much etfect; and the physician was therefore 
induced to give a trial to the ingenious proposal of employing a vapour bath of 
camphor fumes, as recommended by M. Dupasquier in the Revue Medicate for 
1826. The patient was made to sit on an open-seated stool, under which was 
placed a chafing-dish. A plate of iron was then put on this dish, and, the patient 
being enveloped in a blanket, a small spoonful of powdered camphor was thrown, 
every five minutes, on the heated plate until about half an ounce had been used. 
The vapour speedily induced a copious perspiration, and this was promoted 
by putting the patient into a warm bed, and giving him copious diluent drinks. 
The first, and even the second, fumigation did not produce any very decided 
relief; but by the fourth day (for the treatment was repeated daily) the pains were 
greatly abated, and the freedom of motion much increased. Considerable debili¬ 
ty followed the employment of this medication; but by appropriate means the 
strength of the patient was speedily restored, and he remained free from his rheu¬ 
matic pains.— Journal des Connaissances Med. Chirurg. 

23. On a particular kind of swelling of the Tonsils, Uvula, and soft Palate. By 
Dr. Rosch.— In obstructions of the portal system, in deficient activity of the mu¬ 
cous membrane of the intestinal canal, and particularly in diseased states depend¬ 
ing on sluggishness of the intestinal secretions, the tonsils, uvula, and velum 
swell from time to time, still remaining soft: they appear to be traversed by small 
blue vessels, and to have acquired a bluish dark-red colour; the swallowing is 
somewhat impeded, and the voice not unfrequently acquires a hoarse tone. This 
condition may be apparent one day, and lost on the following; but it frequently 
continues many weeks, and disappears only on recovery. In general it keeps 
pace with the improvement or deterioration of the general complaint, so that, e. 
g., on the re-establishment of the action of the bowels bv means of laxatives, it 
disappears. The author considers such a condition of the throat always as a 
symptom of obstruction, and also as a symptom of chronic gastritis, in cases 
where the patients are already very much debilitated, where there is an evident 
predominance of the venous system, and where there is a tendency of the blood, 
however small, to be evacuated by the intestinal canal. An analogous state of 
parts is seen in the blue discoloration of the lower lip in hydrothorax, hemor¬ 
rhoids, &c., and which is indicative of obstruction.— Jl. and F. Med. Rev. from 
Jahrbucher, &c., No. 2. Heft. 2. 1837. 

24 On Aniimonial Suppositories as a mean of restoring the Hemorrhoidal Flux, 
By Dr. A. Trousseau.— The physicians of past ages, have, perhaps, too much ex¬ 
aggerated the importance of hemorrhoids in the scale of pathological phenomena, 
while those of our own time are fallen into the contrary extreme. 

It cannot be denied that the suppression of the hemorrhoidal flux, when habi¬ 
tual, maybe productive of general disorders among men, almost as serious as the 
suppression of the menses in women. Moreover, it is as generally admitted, that 
with certain persons who have, not only regularly, but at indeterminate periods, 
a draining or hemorrhoidal flux, the existence of this pathological condition is 
attended with a state of general good health; although it may remain for a long 
time uncertain and variable, provided the hemorrhoids do not manifest them¬ 
selves as soon as usual. Observation shows, also, that persons who have had 
hemorrhoids for a long time, suffer generally, if this flux entirely ceases. And 
it often happens that there is a call for its restoration. 

Many means have been advised to effect this indication. The warm local 
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baths, mustard foot baths, leeches to the part, suction applied to the lower part of 
the large intestines, purgatives, and cupping glasses to the part. Of all the means 
which we have made use of, only one has succeeded in any satisfactory manner. 
This is the application of cupping glasses. This mean was entirely forgotten, 
when a student of the Medical Faculty of Paris restored it to honour, and I am 
able to bear witness to its effects on him. 

He had had hemorrhoids till the age of twenty years, and always enjoyed good 
health. This flux now' ceased, when he became subject to violent pains in the 
stomach, and continual disorders of the digestive organs. He consulted M. An- 
dral, while attending the Hopital de la Pitie, and this physician made use of 
every mean advised by authors for restoring this flux. Nothing succeeded, and 
the disease remained stationary. The young patient then conceived the idea of 
applying a cupping glass to the part. During this application the circumference 
of the anus enveloped the hemorrhoidal tumours, which for eight days were 
swollen and painful. From this time his health -was re-established. A month 
after this he experienced a slight return of gastric disorder; and one day, while 
attending my visit to the hospital, he spoke to me of the relief which he had ob¬ 
tained the previous month from the sufferings which he now began to feel again, 
and offered to let me witness the prompt appearance of the hemorrhoids under 
the operation of the cupping glass. I accepted the invitation with alacrity, and 
at the same time I placed him upon the bed of one of the patients, and in the prer 
sence of more than forty physicians and students I applied a cupping glass to the 
fundament. A minute did not elapse when the tumours made their appearance, 
and becoming united, they acquired the size of a small pigeon’s egg ten minutes 
after the application of the instrument. The same means were made use of the 
following day, and the hemorrhoidal flux continued for a W'eek, and was followed 
by a cessation of the disorders of the stomach. M. Andral also saw this young 
physician, and can testify with me to the great rapidity with which the tumours 
became swollen. 

After this I had only one opportunity of locally applying cupping glasses for 
recalling hemorrhoidal flux. This was with a female afflicted with erratic rheu¬ 
matism, which to me appeared to be caused by the suppression of habitual hemor¬ 
rhoidal flux. I succeeded in puffing up the hemorrhoidal vessels by means of the 
cupping glass; but the tumours disappeared soon after the application of the in¬ 
strument. What prevents my using this remedy more frequently is this; in the 
first place, patients, especially women, have a great aversion to it; secondly, I 
have conceived that a much more simple remedy, and the employment of which 
can never be the subject of serious objection, will answer the same end, I allude 
to antimonial suppositories. 

As I had never succeeded with aloetic suppositories, I thought by substituting 
in the place of aloes one of the most energetic irritants I might attain the desired 
end. Now, tartrate of antimony, applied locally to the skin or mucous membrane, 
creates an inflammatory action very powerful and persisting, I therefore prefer¬ 
red this article. I mix with a drachm of butter or lard, from two to six grains of 
tartrate of antimony. The suppository, being introduced within the sphincter of 
the anus, melts quickly, and the tartrate of antimony remaining in contact with 
the mucous membrane, excites a lively local irritation, a species of tenesmus, as 
a necessary consequence. When the suppository contains only a grain, or half 
a grain of the tartar, it can be retained for twelve hours without the necessity of 
going to stool; but when a greater quantity of it is made use of, the patient ex¬ 
periences a heat, at first slight, but afterwards scorching, and attended with pain¬ 
ful pulsations at the part; there is a necessity of frequently going to stool. The 
arterial pulsations increase at the same time that the circumference of the anus 
protrudes, and pustules, similar to those excited by tartar emetic on the skin, now 
appear; bluish tumours arise, hard and painful, permitting occasionally a large 
quantity of blood to transude. These are the true hemorrhoidal tumours, per¬ 
fectly evident with those who have had them already, and only apparent with 
those who have not had them .—Journal des Connaissomces Medico-Chirurgicales, 
Sept. 1836. 

25. On some of the causes of sterility, and the means for their removal. —M. Ser- 
reriek has read to the Society of Practical Medicine of Paris, some remarks on 



